
How to Shade an Eyeball 
By Darlene Nguyen - December 12, 2016 

 

Every now and then, I get questions about how to shade eyeballs and how 

to make them look round. It’s a little difficult to explain without pictures, so 

here’s a short and sweet step by step tutorial to answer that question :) 

Enjoy! 

Tools I Used (​You can find all my recommended tools here​): 

● HB pencil 

● Canson Bristol Paper 

● Kneaded Eraser 

● Soft Tissue Paper 
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While you’re drawing the eye, keep the white part of the eyeball as clean as 

possible. We’re going to shade the entire eyeball later. This will bring your 

highlights out more because your highlights will be the lightest value in your 

drawing. 
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Step 1: 

 

Grab a blunt HB pencil and use the side of your lead to create large, blunt 

strokes on a scrap piece of paper. Use the exact same edge to shade an 

even layer of graphite across the eyeball without drawing over the iris. 

Contouring​ would be a suitable shading technique to use. 
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Step 2: 

 

Wrap a small piece of tissue paper around your finger and blend the eyeball 

in 2 separate sections. Do not touch any areas with dark shading or else you 

will smudge extra graphite onto the eyeball. Use very little pressure and use 

a new piece of tissue after every stroke. 
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Step 3: 

 

Once your shading is smooth, use your HB pencil to shade around the iris. 

The goal is to eliminate the harsh edge around the iris. Blend the graphite 

out if you need to. 
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Step 4: 

 

Soften out your graphite where the skin touches the eyeball. This step is 

very subtle, but helps pull the skin and eyeball closer together. 

Step 5: 

Depending on where your light source is coming from (mine’s coming from 

the top), add subtle shadows using a blunt HB pencil. To make the eyeball 

look round, shade the far ends of the eyeball. Make sure your value 

transitions are very gradual. 
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Scroll up and compare the images from step 4 and 5. Notice how even the 

most subtle shadows can give the eyeball such a round shape. Just 

something to keep in mind when you shade. 

Also, there’s an area of the eyeball near the tear duct that is slightly bumpy. 

So make sure to pay extra attention to that. However, you don’t want to 

bring too much attention to it, so try to keep it subtle. 

I hope this tutorial was helpful! Which steps helped you the most? I’d love to 

know :) 
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